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Two new records of Myopsocidae (Psocoptera) 


from South Africa 


by 
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Specimens of two species of Myopsocus Hagen are represented in material 
collected by Mr. A. L. Capener, one of which, M. capeneri described here, is 
new. The other, M. maximus (Smithers) comb. nov. was originally placed in 
the genus Lichenomima Enderlein; Badonnel (1967) has shown that all species of 
Lichenomima should be placed in Myopsecus. 


DESCRIPTION 
Myopsocus capeneri spec. nov. 


FEMALE. Coloration (in alcohol). Head pale brown. Vertex pale brown with a 
dark brown spot on each epicranial plate; a double row of dark, irregularly confluent 
brown spots occur near inner margin of compound eyes and there are anteriorly con- 
vergent, narrow stripes on the postclypeus. Anteclypeus pale. Labrum very dark brown, 
Genae pale with irregular brown markings in posterior part. Ocelli on black tubercle. 
Eyes black. Mesothoracic legs with dark brown bands on femur. Metathoracic legs 
dark brown with pale apical band. Fore wings with complex spotted pattern in various 
shades of brown, very similar to that of M. maximus (Smithers, 1957, fig. 7) but darker. 
Hind wings hyaline; veins brown. 

Morphology. Length of body: 4,0 mm. Median epicranial suture well developed. 
Eyes fairly large but not reaching level of vertex when viewed from the side. IO/D and 
PO not measurable owing to collapsed condition of eyes. Measurements of hind leg: F: 
0,96 mm; T: 1,88 mm; t,: 0,63 mm; t,: 0,098 mm; t,: 0,14 mm; rt: 6,4:1:1,4; ct: 
26, 1, 1. Fore wing length: 5,2 mm; fore wing width: 2,1 mm. Hind wing with Rs-M 
crossvein equal in length to basal section of Rs. Epiproct simple, lightly sclerotized with 
sparse, evenly spaced setae. Subgenital plate (fig. 3) with a small median lobe flanked 
by two rounded protuberances. Gonapophyses with lightly sclerotized ventral valve, 
strongly curved near apex; dorsal valve broad and slightly sclerotized at base, more 
heavily sclerotized in the narrow distal part; external valve lightly sclerotized with a 
small posterior, pointed apophysis (fig. 1), an unusual feature in this family. 


MATERIAL EXAMINED. Natal: 1 ¢ (holotype), Umtentweni, 25-28.ix.1965 
(A, L. Capener). The holotype will be deposited in the National Collection of Insects, 
Plant Protection Research Institute, Pretoria. 

M. capeneri can be distinguished from M. camerunus Enderlein (from Angola, 
Congo and Cameroons) and M. intermedius (Pearman) (from Angola and Sierra Leone) 
by the presence of bands of colour on the mesothoracic femora. From M. maximus (from 
Natal) and M. pauliani (Badonnel) comb. nov. (from Ivory Coast, Angola and Rhodesia) 
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Figs. 1-3. Myopsocus spp. 1. M. capeneri spec. nov., 9, external valve. 2. M. maximus (Smithers), 
Q, external valve. 3. M. capeneri spec. nov., $, hind margin of subgenital plate. 


it can be distinguished by the form of the subgenital plate. The form of the external 
valve of the gonapophyses differs from that of M. maximus (fig. 2). From M. guineensis 
(Enderlein) comb. nov. (from French Guinea) it differs in not having a clear area in the 
fore wing between the areola postica and the bifurcation of Rs. 


Myopsocus maximus (Smithers) 

MATERIAL EXAMINED. Cape Province: 1 g, 1%, Port Alfred, 7.ii.1966. (A. L. 
Capener). 

The male hypandrium of this species is slightly emarginate and not “simple” 
as indicated in the original description (Smithers, 1957), A re-examination of the holo- 
type shows that the emargination has been obscured in the preparation. This species 
was previously known only from two localities in Natal. 


LIST OF MYOPSOCIDAE RECORDED FROM SOUTHERN AFRICA 
Phlotodes magnifica (Smithers). Natal, Rhodesia. 
Phlotodes crypta (Smithers). Natal. 
Phlotodes angolensis Badonnel. Natal. 
Myopsocus pauliani (Badonnel). Rhodesia. 
Myopsocus maximus (Smithers). Natal, Cape Province. 
Myopsocus capeneri spec. nov. Natal. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
T would like to thank Mr. A. L. Capener for the opportunity of studying his 
material, 
REFERENCES 
BADONNEL, A. 1967. Psocoptéres. Faune de Madagascar 23: 1-238. 
SMITHERS, CG. N. 1957. Three new species of Myopsocidae (Psocoptera) from Natal. Proc. 
R. ent. Soc. Lond. (B) 26: 11-16. 


Manuscript received 27 November 1972. 


